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Many thanks to the Committee for allowing me to respond to the Ministerial 
Statement. 
 
Highlands and Islands Enterprise 

I think a small victory has been secured for those of us who did not wish to see the 
Highlands and Islands Enterprise completely lose its autonomy. At least the strategic 
overarching board will not have statutory powers and the Cabinet Secretary assures 
us that Highlands and Islands Enterprise will continue to make its own strategic and 
financial decisions. However there will still be a strategic board and it remains to be 
seen how much influence and pressure is brought to bear on Highlands and Islands 
Enterprise to conform to policies which may not best serve the Highlands and 
Islands. I fear it is another step in the process of disempowering Highlands and 
Islands Enterprise, which we have seen happening over the last decade. Much will 
depend on the calibre of Highlands and Islands Enterprise board members now and 
in the future, whether they are passionate about the Highlands and Islands, or 
merely functionaries. 
 
I am not sure from the Ministerial Statement whether it is intended to restore the 
LECs which the Scottish Government previously abolished and which were a great 
source of information and resourcefulness at a local level. I hope so. 
 
Social Remit 

I would have expected the Cabinet Secretary to give consideration in the main part 
of his statement to the question of how the social dimension integrates with the 
economic, especially as a similar model is proposed for the South of Scotland. This 
was a crucial area highlighted in objections to the original proposal. From his answer 
to a question on the social remit, where he referred to his meeting with Professor 
James Hunter, I have the impression that the minister may feel that investment in 
communities is now not so necessary. Nothing could be further from the truth. While 
overall in the Highland area the population shows a very welcome increase, this is 
mainly concentrated around the inner Moray Firth. We know that many of the 
peripheral areas of the HIE area are losing their people and those who remain are 
ageing or have retired there. A lot of work still needs to be done in capacity building, 
in attracting and retaining young people, in encouraging small business startups.  
 
People I speak to who have previous close involvement with HIE are not optimistic. 
I am not sure whether the Petition could be passed to a Committee which would be 
prepared to keep a watching brief to monitor what was being done to reverse these 
trends in eg Argyll, Caithness, Sutherland, and the Western Isles and report on 
outcomes. 
 
I have no problem with a drive for exports, but not at the expense of our remoter 
rural communities. 
 
 
 


